Hello again to all our members!

NEWS AND VIEWS
Lockdown - Summer 2020

I feel sure, like me, so many of you had fantastic plans and aims for your horses and ponies at the
beginning of the year. We welcomed the relatively mild weather, which gave us all an opportunity to
begin our hacking out, enjoying the early signs of spring. At Wheddon Cross, of course, Exmoor’s
annual display of spring flowers is heralded in by the snowdrops in Blagdon Woods.
Sadly, by the time a beautiful carpet of bluebells and wild garlic blossomed at the beginning of April, we
were into the coronavirus pandemic. The BHS, to whom we are affiliated, stated: “We are getting a lot
of questions in relation to riding your horse, for which there are no specific government guidelines at
present. We advise that it is not appropriate to put unnecessary pressure on the emergency services
and everyone should make their own individual decision as to whether riding is necessary at this time.”
Therefore, as this is the time of year when we would have organised a
couple of guided rides for members to enjoy and been starting to plan our
autumn treasure hunt, your committee is bereft of news and views!
Therefore, we decided to ask members about their experiences either
during or after lockdown, whether ridden or otherwise. Not only did we
discover that some members had indeed continued to ride but also that
two of our members, Philippa Verry and Jane Holdsworth have been using
this quiet time to compile and write books about riding as well as walking
and biking across Exmoor!

Philippa Verry on Stilton
Lisa Clarke and Lindy Mitchell took part in a 14 day challenge to raise funds for the Exmoor Pony Centre and
they found some pretty stunning scenery as you can see from their photos. Lisa says,” The goal was for each
team to walk, cycle, ride the equivalent distance of the perimeter of the Exmoor National Park. Lindy and I did
most of the mileage on my two Exmoor ponies.”
Heading into the River Exe
at Tarr Steps

Crossing Dane Brook
below Hawkridge

Heading onto the moor at
Comers Gate

Having refreshing drink in
Wnsford

Heading across Winsford Hill,
with spectacular views all the way!

Checking the map in
Withypool

Despite riding during the heatwave, when you couldn’t do great distances, it
certainly looks as if you covered a lot of ground, Lisa and Lindy, with your
different routes every day! And it looks as if you had a great time despite the
heat.
Perhaps you could let us know where you went so we could share these routes
with our members?

Beth Rawle is another energetic member! Here is a small selection of the activities
she managed to do with her horse.
Beth took her endurance horse, Urchin, who is a very spooky chap to one of Yolande
Ifolde’s cross country clinics. In her own words, “Trec training at a cross country
course on Sunday, where we did lots of weaving in out of obstacles. I wasn’t
expecting to actually get him over any logs, which he believes are crocodiles, but we
did!”
And as the lockdown restrictions eased, Beth and her sister-in-law, Lucy Hernaman had some pony at a
local Trec event.

Exmoor pony, Libby, taking time
out. Lucy said “She had been
brilliant! It was her first time in
an arena and she’d never seen
Trec obstacles before.

Urchin neatly avoids stepping on
the blue tarpaulin but he does a
good job of going over the poles.

Now to see where our fellow members who are writing books about their rides go, so other folk can enjoy
the delights which Exmoor has to offer horse riders.
Philippa Verry says: “With regards to routes our members could use on Exmoor, I thought I’d let you know
about the book I’m writing. It’s going to be called Exmoor on Horseback and will have a minimum of 10
circular rides. So far I’ve completed five and have many more as on-going projects.”
She goes on to say: “I was wondering if you might like to post something about my book to all our
members as I’d be really pleased if any of them might like to either join me on a ride, or even better I could
email rides to anyone interested, as it would be very helpful for people to ride them and make sure my
directions work for all.”
Philippa’s final ride in the book is going to cross Exmoor from Dunster to Lynton with a stop over in
Simonsbath and these photos were both taken on routes going into her book.
Looking towards Porlock
from above Lucott Farm.

On the Old Coach Horse
route between Heddon
and Martinhoe.
oe

Any members interested in
joining/helping Philippa can contact her
by emailing her at
charterlands@btinternet.com.

The other author is a new member, Jane Holdsworth, she is still very much at the planning stage of her book
which will include walking and biking routes as well as ridden ones. I have had some really good riding with
her both during the lockdown period as well as when restrictions were being eased later on in early June.
These photos show Jane on her beautiful Arabian gelding, Cicero, on three of our rides.
Above the River Barle,
looking towards Cow Castle

Crossing the River Barle en
route for Sherdon Farm

On Withypool Hill – up for a
canter?

Some of your committee members have been out and about with their horses, too
including Amanda Hamley.
Amanda’s new boy, ex-racehorse Morse,
was introduced to cows, albeit little
ones.

Her Feisty Lady was
ridden up to Dunkery
Beacon
.

It was clipper time for 35
year old Ebony and teeny
tiny Talullah!

Sprite in Blagdon Woods,
surrounded by bluebells
and wild garlic

I decided to ride because
luckily for me, she is very
good to hack. We had some
of the best moorland riding
throughout the lockdown
period because the moor
was so dry and the sun
shone, it seemed, for days
on end!

Julia Holtom’s handsome Arabian gelding, Spree, signing off this rather different kind of a newsletter for us!
He spent a lot of time relaxing in his paddock!
Thank you, Spree! You are indeed a very lovely boy!
Remember to keep looking at our website
www.westsomersetbridleways.org.uk where you will
find the details for all the committee members,
minutes of meetings and future events - and don’t
forget we have a Facebook page, too. So please if
you have photos similar to these and routes to share,
send them to Amanda to upload!
Thank you very much!
Peta-Jane Field

